
What to Work on This Week (3/30-4/3) 

 

Expanding Utterances 

 

In school, your child was working on expanding their sentence length.  Set those same 

expectations at home by waiting for your child to initiate requests to get their needs met.  Give 

them the opportunity to try doing it themselves before helping them or giving them a model. 

The expectation would be for the child to make requests using 3-4 word utterances: “I want ___ 

please”.   

Students may still need support, which can look like the following:   

- Asking “Do you want something?” or “What do you want?” 

- Visual prompt: Pointing to yourself and mouthing (not voicing) “I” 

- Verbal prompt: give the model for the first one or two words (“I want”) 

- Direct model: give a model of the complete sentence for them to produce 

 

Example of an activity: 

Print out the student Braidy and have your child request for each color they want instead 

of giving them access to the whole crayon box. 

   

Braidy and Story Telling  
 

Attached is a handout on the method I have been using with students to identify story grammar 

elements and develop oral narratives.  In school, both Ms. Amy and I have been working with a 

doll named Braidy and identifying the different icons.  For preschool, we focus on character and 

setting.  This week, focus on reviewing the handout and becoming familiar with the icons and 

songs.  Your child has been singing along with the songs so hopefully they can help you to learn 

them too (lyrics posted on Ms. Amy’s blog).  Each week I will target a new activity using Braidy 

which will be targeted through books.  When I bring Braidy out during speech and language 

sessions, I go over a routine script and have each child take turns doing the same thing, here is 

what it sounds like: 

 

I’m Ms. Marci (point to Braidy’s face) 

I’m at school today (point to the star) 

I feel excited! (manipulate mouth/eyebrows on the Braidy doll) 

 

With the student Braidy worksheet, you can print it out and put it in a sheet protector so the child 

can use an erasable marker to draw different facial expressions. 

 

If you are up for it, use Braidy to talk about books you read with your child.  Talk about who the 

characters are and what the setting is.  Here are a couple of online resources for access to free 

books: 

- Youtube – search ‘read aloud children’s books’ for a variety of videos/books 

- Funbrain - www.funbrain.com 

- Vooks - www.vooks.com  (free account for 1 month) 

- Epic Books - www.getepic.com (free account for 1 month) 
 

http://www.funbrain.com/
http://www.vooks.com/
http://www.getepic.com/

